
1

BACKGROUND

Policymakers today are confronting a volatile, 
hyperconnected landscape in which economic crises, 
social change and political instability can emerge without 
warning, affecting vulnerable populations and reverberating 
around the globe. Compounding this challenge is the fact 
that the development community still relies largely on 20th 

c o n t r i b u t e  t o  i m p r o v e d  g l o b a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o u t c o m e s   
in three ways:

1.	Enhanced early warning: Detection of anomalous trends 
and patterns of events enables early warning of emerging 
crises and earlier responses to prevent  
long-term harm.

2.	Real-time awareness: An up-to-date picture of trends, 
hotspots and dynamic changes in population behavior 
enhances programme planning and monitoring of 
implementation.

3.	Rapid impact evaluation: More timely feedback on the 
impact of programmes and policies allows for adaptive 
course correction and accelerated achievement of results.
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